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(54) Title: USE OF STEROID DERIVATIVES FOR THE TREATMENT OF A BENIGHN AND/OR MALIGNANT TUMOUR 

en 

O (57) Abstract: The present invention relates to steroid derivatives for use as medicaments. More specifically, the invention also 
^5 relates to the use of a steroid derivative of 5-androstene-, 5-pregnenolone or corresponding saturated derivatives (androstane- or 
^ pregnane-) in the manufacture of a medicament for the treatment of a benign and/or malignant tumour, which medicament is capable 
of interrupting disturbances in Wnt-signaiing, such as cell-cycle arrest in Gl -phase, and/or providing an angiostatic effect Examples 
of such steroid derivatives are A-5-androstene-17a-ol, androstane-17a-ol-pregnane-17a-ol or pregnane-17a-ol derivatives. In a 
further aspect, the invention relates to a method of producing a medicament for the treatment of a benign and/or malignant tumour 
and/or an inflanunatory condition comprising the steps of contacting 5-androstane-3B,17a-diol or androstane-36a-dio], an enzyme 
^ and a sulfotransferase to provide 5-androstene- 17a-ol-3B-sul£ate or corresponding androstane derivative ( 17a- AEDS or 17-AADS): 
and mixing the 17a-AEDS or 17a-AADS so produced with a suitable carrier; whereby a medicament which is capable of acting as 
a ligand to perox-isome proliferator-activated receptor-Y (PPARy) is produced. 
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Box 1.2 

Present claim 7 relates to the use of steroid derivatives 
where the effect is defined by reference to a desirable 
characteristic or property, namely capability of interrupting 
disturbances of Wnt-signalling. The claims cover all compounds 
having this characteristic or property, whereas the 
application provides support within the meaning of Article 6 
PCT and •/ or disclosure within the meaning of Article 5 PCT 
for only a very limited number of such / compounds . In the 
present case, the claims so lack support, and the application 
so lacks disclosure, that a meaningful search over the whole 
of the claimed scope is impossible. Consequently, the search 
has been carried out for those parts of the claims which 
appear to be clear, supported and disclosed, namely those 
parts relating to the compounds mentioned in the description 
and compounds covered by claims 1-5. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims 
relating to inventions in respect of which no international 
search report has been established need not be the subject of 
an international examination report (Rule 66. 1(e) PCT). 
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/pharmacutical compositions in claims 22-23 and 

25-26 produced according to claims 17-19. 
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